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Synopsis

From acclaimed author Katie McGarry comes an explosive new tale of a romance forged in the fast
laneA A The girl with straight A’s and the perfect life&#151;that's who people expect Rachel Young
to be. So the private school junior keeps secrets from her wealthy family&#133;and she’s just added
two more to the list. One involves racing strangers down dark country roads in her Mustang GT. The
other? Seventeen-year-old Isaiah Walker&#151;a guy she has no business even talking to. But after
the foster kid with the tattoos and intense gray eyes comes to her rescue, she can’t get him out of
her mind.A A The last thing Isaiah needs is to get tangled up with a rich girl who wants to slum it on
the south side for kicks. But when their shared love of street racing puts their lives in jeopardy,
Isaiah and Rachel will have six weeks to come up with a way out. Six weeks to discover just how far

they’ll go to save each other.
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Customer Reviews

The first time Isaiah lays eyes on Rachel, she is climbing out of her white Mustang GT, ready to
race. A¢a —-A“Angel,A¢a -A- he thinks, looking at her glowing blonde hair, fine features, and
expensive clothes. But why would a girl like her be out in the middle of nowhere, surrounded by a
rough, swindling crowd of guys? Isaiah wants to protect her, even though she is obviously out of his
league. For her part, Rachel has stepped far from her comfort zone. The only girl in a family with
four older boys, Rachel generally shies away from the world, suffering debilitating panic attacks. But

she loves the dangerous thrill of racing her car, and this is the first time she has driven out to



distant, dark roads just to get in a good race. It seems like a bad idea, but Isaiah has her back. Fans
of the Romeo and Juliet style of romance, where the power of love overrides all obstacles, will love
this entry into the Pushing the Limits series. In this fourth book, characters from earlier stories brush
against the central drama, and although new readers might feel moments of confusion, the novel
still stands alone. Highly recommended for readers who enjoy the books of Simone Elkeles and

Abbi Glines. Grades 9-12. --Diane Colson --This text refers to an alternate Paperback edition.

"[McGarry] displays a deft touch, devoting much space on the teens’ feelings and physical
encounters but balancing it with naturally arising tension and the difficulties each faces in their
family situations.... McGarry’s fans as well as those fond of realistic romances will greet it eagerly."
-Kirkus Reviews"Sweet and sexy romance." -Publishers Weekly"Katie McGarry does a great job of
ratcheting the tension from zero to 80 in the first pages and holding it there all the way around the
track."-New York Journal of Books"Unique details of the story, such as the focus on cars and drag

racing, will set Crash into You apart." -VOYA

Wow, | had such high hopes for this one. | LOVED the first two books in this series and Isaiah was
one of my favorite characters. | even loved the sneak peek of this book that | read in the back of
Dare You To.But the actual book in its entirety just didn’t do it for me. It wasn’t horrible and
unreadable, but | found myself bored and skimming quite a few times.| felt like the whole storyline
about the drag racing kingpin that they owed money to was WAY too farfetched. It was so obviously
contrived as a reason to throw these two characters together who had no reason being around each
other.l also felt like Isaiah was too quick to "owe" Rachel anything. First off, the whole concept of
dozens and dozens of cops coming to break up a drag race and actually chasing people down is
something that really only happens in silly movies like Fast and the Furious. In reality, a few cops
would show up, tell everyone to scram, and leave. They wouldn’t get involved in high speed car
chases over drag racing. It's a huge liability, especially when innocent people get killed because of
a car chase over a minor traffic infraction.That said, | can’t believe a street smart kid like Isaiah
wouldn’t be able to get away from the cops without having to have Rachel "save" him. | realize it
was a way for the silly plot to bring them together, but it was ridiculous. And after that he "owed" her
and basically became her lapdog.It was over the top and silly and something | would expect from a
mediocre Vin Diesel movie.My favorite parts of the story were the interactions with Rachel’s
overprotective brothers. | wished for more of that and less silly kingpin drama.| will continue on with

the series and hopefully West’s story is more interesting. | was surprised to see the next one is



about him - but | do like this author so I'll give it a chance.

Here’s one absolute truth: Katie McGarry writes amazing characters. Beautifully broken characters
that | can’t help but fall in love with. Both Isaiah and Rachel are damaged, but for different reasons. |
want to hug them both and make them realize they are wanted. (Isaiah especiallyAfA¢A a -A A|)
They grew up in two completely different worlds, but they’re more alike than they may think at
first."Speed. It's what | crave. | can race the emotions away."People abandon Isaiah. No one except
his best friend Noah, and Noah’s girlfriend Echo, have cared enough to stick around. Now, there’s a
chance he’s going to lose them, too. A foster system kid, the last thing he wants to do is go back
into a group home. Isaiah thinks he’s filled with darkness, but underneath it all, he’s a caring and
protective guy. He’s not at the top of the food chain on the streets, but he’s definitely someone no
one messes with."l like cars. | like the feel of them. The sound of them. My mind clears when I'm
behind the wheel and there’s something about the sound of an engine dropping into gear as | press
on the gas that makes me feelAfA¢A & —-A A|powerful."Rachel is a replacement child. Her sister
Colleen died of Leukemia before she was born and her mother has been grooming her to be perfect
Colleen since her birth. No one sees the real Rachel. The car-loving girl is hidden underneath a
perfectly polished exterior. She speaks at Leukemia fundraisers and does what her mom, dad and
overly-protective brothers tell her. She has anxiety and has panic attacks that cause her to vomit
blood. Everyone thinks she’s fragile and in need of protection, but she’s stronger than any of them
give her credit for. Driving is her escape. Behind the wheel of a car is the only place she feels in
control.Isaiah and Rachel first meet at a shady street race. It was her first time there and she looked
so innocent that he had to protect her. Instead of allowing her to race one of the other guys there,
which would have likely won him the money he needed to secure his home with Noah, he offers to
race her. When things head south pretty quickly at the conclusion of the race, they save each other
and make an immediate connection."Because | want to, | keep my hand against her face. Rachel’s
cheek is warm and smooth. | like touching her and, even more, | like her touching me. This angel
has blown away my every idea of what a rich, private school girl should be. No drinking, no
boyfriend, likes fast cars AfA¢A 4 -A a oe hell, knows fast cars AfA¢A a4 -A aoe andis
concerned over me.""He’s observant. Overly so. | think he could tell me more about my actions than
| could. A huge part of me doesn't like it. In order for me to fit in at home, people can’t notice me. It's
harder to pull off being someone else when you're the center of attention. But I'm not home. I'm
miles from there. And here, in this room, | like how Isaiah looks at me as if I'm the only girl in the

world. Or like an antelope he’s going to pounce on."Rachel is innocent and naive. Isaiah is anything



but. The first night they spend together, ends with little more than a kiss. Rachel’s first kiss. But what
is made more than apparent that night is the strength of the connection they made. Their chemistry
is off the charts, but more than that, they just connect in a very real way. It scares both of
them."Rachel can’t like me because she doesn’t know me. The real me. For Rachel, life is still
sunshine, rainbows and pink f****ng fuzzy unicorns. I'm nothing but darkness, clouds and rats."'Tell
her it's over, a****le. Tell her that you come from different worlds and that it would never work. Tell
her that kiss meant more to you than she could ever imagine. Tell her that you’ll dream about her
and think about her, but that’'s where it ends."After their first meeting, Isaiah has every intention of
giving Rachel up, despite the feelings he has for her. Their connection was immediate and powerful,
but he doesn’t see any way they can be together. They may both like and know cars, but that’s
where the similarities end. Or so he thinks. He sees himself as no good and doesn’t want to drag
her down with him. He says goodbye and tells her he’ll call, but he has no intention of doing so. He
has to let her go. It's for the best."I'm still no good enough for a girl like her, but she’s back in my life
and she needs someone to protect her. I'll fill the role and absorb as much of her light as | can
before she leaves me behind in the darkness."When Isaiah gets word that creepy Eric from the
street race sets his sights on Rachel as a means to recover the money that was stolen from him, he
decides to seek her out to protect her. They’re in one big mess together. But they have each other,
so that has to count for something, right? As time goes on, Isaiah realizes it's impossible for him to
hide his feelings for Rachel. She’s hurt by the way he disappeared after the first night, but she can’t
deny the feelings she has for him. They have six weeks to come up with the money they now owe
Eric. Oh-so-much happens during those six weeks. | wouldn’t even tell you if you asked. You have
to experience the roller coaster ride for yourself. They have a lot of obstacles to overcome along the
way. Also, along the way, they find themselves falling for each other."Tingles and shock waves and
earthquakes and hurricanes. All of it takes place at the same time as our mouths move not nearly
fast enough."l absolutely loved Rachel and Isaiah together. There’s something about when two
broken souls find each other, bring out the best in each other, that just warms my heart. Their
chemistry was so immediate, so real. They were stronger together and | loved reading them like
that. They grew together. It was easy to see how strongly they felt for each other. And while there
were some passionate moments, they were done in that tasteful young adult way that was sheer

perfection. These two gave me such warm, fuzzy feelings.
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